
Canvas Parent Observer Account Creation and Setup 
 

Observers are able to view Canvas Courses that the student is enrolled in, including student’s 
assignments, events, and course interactions. Observers do not have the ability to interact with 
any content, submit assignments, or communicate with other students or observers in the 
course(s). ​ NOTE:  Students must create a pairing code for an observer. 

 
● Locate a Pairing Code​ ​(Student) 
● Students log into the NPDesktop. 
● Click the Canvas Icon -  

 
● Click the “Account” Icon and go to “Settings” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



● Click “​Pair with Observer​” (on the right side of of the screen) 

 
 

● Share the code with Parent/Guardian that will be the Observer.  Please note: this 
is case sensitive. 

 

 
 

● Parents: To create an account via the Canvas Webpage 
Open the North Penn Canvas URL:  ​https://npenn.instructure.com 
Click the “​Parent of Canvas User? Click Here for an Account link​” 

(​to download the mobile app, see page 5 of this document) 
 
 

 
  

https://npenn.instructure.com/


● Enter your name and email address and create a password, then enter the pairing code 
you were given by the student and click “Start Participating”

 
 
  



● To add additional observers to your account.  Repeat the “Locate Pairing Code” steps 
with the additional student to obtain a code for that student.  Then in your “Observer” 
account go to 

Account - Observing  
 

 
 

● Enter Pairing Code and Click the ​+Student​ box to pair with the additional student. 
Note: Pairing codes are valid for 24 hours. 

 

 
  



 



 


